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“ For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall gu forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.—MAt. 4: 1, 2. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


UNDER auspices of the most favorable character the seventieth semi- 
annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
convened in the Salt Lake Tabernacle at 10 o'clock on April 6, President 
Lorenzo Snow presiding. An afternoon session was also held. At the 
morning meeting there were, it is estimated between 5,000 and 6,000 per- 
sons in attendance. This afternoon it was larger still. Many prominent 
men, presidents of Stakes, Bishops and their counselors, from distant 
parts were present and so far as seen all report prosperous times in their 
respective localities. Sessions will continue to-morrow and Sunday. 

Of the general authorities present to-day there were, of the First Presi- 


dency: Lorenzo Snow, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; of the — 


Quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, 
George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, Marriner W. Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, 
Matthias F. Cowley, Abraham Owen Woodruff and Rudger Clawson; 
Patriarch John Smith; of the First Seven Presidents of Seventies—Sey- 
mour B. Young, C. D. Fjeldsted, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, 
Rulon 8. Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin; of the Presiding Bishopric, 
William B. Preston, Robert T. Burton and John R. Winder. 

Conference was called to order by the President. 

The choir and congregation sang the hymn which begins: 


Come, let us rejoice in the day of salvation. 
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The opening prayer was offered by Elder John Nicholson. 
The choir and congregation sang the hymn: 


Our God, we raise to Thee. 


PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 


delivered the opening address. He felt grateful for the beautiful weather 
with which we were favored. Many were here from long distances, and 
had made some sacrifice in coming to Conference. It was the privilege 
of all, however, to be repaid for any self-denial they might have exercised. 

The exaltation and glory of every man and woman worthy to be called a 
Latter-day Saints woul: be secure, if he or she would so live that if called 
into the other world there would be no lack of preparation for that con- 
dition. The preparation should be so fully made, that every Latter-day 
Saint might feel perfectly satisfied that everything would be well if he 
were called suddenly away to the other world at any moment. The Lord 
had blessed this people abundantly, and if they felt to do right, they 
would have assurances from their past experiences that all would be well 
with them in the future. And if any Latter-day Saint has not this assur- 
ance, he should not rest satisfied until he has received it. It was the 
speaker’s desire that during this Conference, as Elders arose to speak, the 
people would exercise such faith that the Elders might be blessed in 
addressing them and be able to bless them with the word of the Lord. 

It should be the desire and the determination of the Latter-day Saints 
to let their own wills pass and to do the will of the heavenly Father. For 
this people need not walk in darkness but in the light. They should 
learn to govern themselves, to contro] their passions, and to bring their 
bodies into submission to the mind and will of God. It was within their 
power to make this life a tolerably happy one, by being wise and prudent. 
Sacrifice would bring a blessing to those who acted wisely and prudently 
when trialscome. The Latter-day Saints were to n.ind their own business 
and not to contend with others. May God bless the Latter-day Saints 
that they may walk in obedience to the commandments of God, and they 
will receive blessings greater than they ever anticipated. 


ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON 


of the quorum of the Apostles, was the next to address the Conference. 
He stated that obedience is a cardinal principle of the Gospel. He re- 
ferred to a passage in the ninth chapter of I Samuel, and then read a 
portion of it. It :ela‘ed to the selection of Saul to be king over Israel. 
The speaker exhibited the fact that this young man was not only highly 
favored by being thus chosen, but on account of other blessings which the 
Lord bestowed upon him. But he subsequently showed a weakness of 
character because he reached after matters pertaining to the Priest’s office 
and exercised functions to which he was not entitled. By this act he lost 
his kingly position. The speaker likewise showed the disastrous effects of 
disobedience in the experience of the house of Israel when they failed to 
fully carry out the instructions of the Lord. The entire tendency of the 
discourse was to exhibit the beneficent effects of obedience, and that the 
Saints should not only consider this subject from the standpoint of their 
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own experience, but also from that of the ancient people of God. The 
Saints had the living oracles, who delivered to them the word of the Lord. 
President Snow had stated that if the Church had obeyed the revelations 
- given through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the community would have been 
established in the lands which they formerly possessed. But they had 
strayed away from the word of God, to some extent. Special reference 
might be made, in this regard, to the law of tithing, which had not been 
conformed to. The revelation upon this law was plain, and none had a 
right to put a private interpretation upon it. In the speaker’s view, the 
. best way to pay tithing was for the individual to discharge the obligation 
as he goes along, and not permit it to accumulate by lengthy delays. But 
@ man could not be saved and exalted by merely yielding obedience to this 
law alone. He could only reach such a blissful estate by living by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
ELDER ABRAHAM OWEN WvODRUFF, 

also of the Quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. He said he felt 
dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord to give him utterance. He read a 
portion of the 58th section of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants: 

“He that is compelled in all things is a slothful and not a wise ser- 
vant,” etc. 

These words, the speaker said were applicable to the people to-day. He 
deprecated the tendency among young men of this people to prefer to 
earn a living by the use of a pen, as a bookkeeper or clerk, instead of 
being willing to go out upon the colonization projects which the people 
have now on hand. He feared that if this feeling should continue among 
the young men of the Latter-day Saints, they would all become the employed 
and not employers. He felt that the tendency of education that led young 
men to dislike farm life and to shun the use of the hammer and other 
implements of toil, was not a good one, and in the Colleges of the Latter- 
day Saints, this tendency in education should be resisted. In the cities 
many people are constantly seeking employment, and extravagant living 
in the cities prevents accumulation. The people need to-day, he said, 
more blacksmiths, mechanics and colonizers, who are not afraid to go out 
and colonize and own the soil, so as to build up the material Zion. 

ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY, 

of the Quorum of Apostles, next addressed the meeting. He said the 
Church is sixty-nine and a half years of age to-day. The attendance in 
the Tabernacle to-day is large in comparison with the membership of the 
Church in 1830. The spirit of conference-holding was extending in the 
world wherever the Gospel is preached. The speaker read from the sec- 
tion 59 of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants: “Behold, blessed are 
they, saith the Lord, who have come up unto this land with an eye single 
to my glory,” etc. 

If the Saints of God had not a material interest in Zion, if their religion 
were confined to theory, to the singing of hymns and to the delivery of 
strictly religious discourses, they would not fully enjoy the spirit of the 
Gospel. 

It is true that the Lord has said that at no time had He given a com- 
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mandment which is temporal, but that all are spiritual; but the Lord 
revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith that there should be a common 
interest among the people in the establishment of the kingdom of God; 
the revelation on the united order showed that all the talents and capaci- 
ties of the people should be consecrated to the upbuilding of Zion; but 
the people did not fully accept that. When the people were found un- 
willing in the day of the Prophet Joseph to keep the law of consecration, 
the lesser law, that of tithing, was given in its place. Prosperity has 
attended this people, and gratitude to God for these blessings of a tem- 
poral character, does not keep pace with the blessings bestowed upon 
them. 

So the Apostles of Christ likewise tried to establish the united order by 
having all things in common, and on account of the selfishness and un- 
belief of the people it was found that they were not ready for that order 
in those days. And the people were not ready in the day of the Prophet 
Joseph. These principles were fully carried out in the days of Enoch, and 
none of the people of that community was lost. 

The choir sang the anthem : 


**From afar, gracious Lord, 
Thou has gathered Thy flock.” 


‘Banediction by Elder Angus M. Cannon. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
2 p.m. The choir sang the hymn which begins: 
“High on the mountain top.” 


Prayer by Elder Joseph W. McMurrin. 
** Glorious things of thee are spoken,” 


was sung by the choir. 
ELDER ANTHON H. LUND, 

of the Quorum of Apostles, was the first speaker. Following is a brief 
outline of his rewarks: It is a great blessing to have the living oracles 
to give us counsel and advice. Do we really appreciate this great privi- 
lege? We must all learn the principle of obedience to the Father’s will. 
The Saints have a stronger testimony than any other people. They re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost when the hands of the servants of God were laid 
upon their heads. Thus we are not dependent alone upon the instructions 
of the servants of the Lord. The Holy Spirit gives the Saints a testimony 
that the teachings of the Priesthood are true. [The speaker here spoke 
of the dream of the Prophet Lehi, which illustrates the path which leads 
to the tree of life.] It is by the word of God that eternal life can be 
obtained. We have this blessing in our midst. Weare thankful that we 
have so much of the written word, and we revere it, but we have other 
sources of light—the authorized servants of God. That which was written 
and handed down through the generations until now, is wonderful. Much 
of it, including the prophecies of Daniel, is like history written before 
the occurrence of the events depicted. This thought struck me when in 
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Palestine, while I was seated near the site of the ancient Temple. Christ 
had predicted that not one stone of that building would be left upon 
another, and so it happened. The fulfillment of predictions uttered by 
the Prophets who lived in ancient times on this continens have been just 
as remarkably verified. Our own gathering to this land is a fulfillment of 
prophecies ancient and modern. The faithful in the nations who hear 
and receive the message of the Gospel obtain the spirit associated with 
this feature of the last dispensation and appear to understand the princi- 
ple of gathering before they are told about it, except by the revelations 
of the Holy Spirit to them. The predictions in relation to the people of 
God in the last days, even indicate the location of their gathering place. 
Many of the inspired prophetic utterances of the Prophet Joseph Swith 
had been literally fulfilled and others yet remain to be fulfilled. We have 
seen the verification of his prophecy that the Saints would come to this 
Rocky Mountain region and become a great people. To-day the word of 
the Lord to us, through His Prophet, is that we shall observe and fulfill 
the law of tithing. An encouraging response from the people has already 
been shown. This should. not be a merely temporary zeal, but it should 
continue. If we obey the will of the Lord in this regard we will have no 
cause to regret it. If you want your testimony made clearer, pay your 
tithing, because the Lord will bless you. 
ELDER MARBINER W. MERRILL, 

of the quorum of Apostles, said this conference is an important meeting, 
in which we can secretly sit in judgment upon ourselves and ascertain our © 
own standing before God. A scriptural passage says, “Search me, O God, 
and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be 
any wicked way in me.” 

All members of the Church can make this language applicable to them- 
selves, in listening to the teaching of the different speakers at this con- 
ference. 

The hand of the Lord is over this people. President Snow was drowned 
once in the Pacific ocean and was declared a dead man. But God raised 
him up that he might be a prophet unto this people. This is no idle or 
vain thing. It isa reality. The Lord has spoken to President Snow, who 
has spoken the word of the Lord to the people, upon a certain topic, the 
law of tithing. The Lord has looked down upon the people and has be- 
held their condition. This revelation on tithing is from the Lord. And 
the Lord will redeem the Latter-day Saints, will increase their faith, and 
will turn prosperity upon them if they will obey this revelation. Many 
of the people are in the bondage of debt, with mortgaged homes and 
farms. There are good reasons, perhaps, in some cases for this indebted- 
ness; but asa rule it is because of a lack of wisdom. If the Latter-day 
Saints will entreat the Lord, He will hear them, for they are a good people 
and the Lord loves many of them. They are to become a free people, 
lenders and not borrowers. Joy, consolation and peace will be ours, if we 
obey the Lord. The valleys have been made fruitful, and with all their 
reverses the people are every year becoming better off. Thisis the work 
of God. Every member of the Church may know this by seeking for it. 
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The speaker knew it, and bore testimony to the divine mission of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. 
_ ELDER HEBER J. GRANT. 

Elder Heber J. Grant said he rejoiced at meeting with the Saints in 
general conference. From our observations of men, or from our reading 
of the lives of men we form our ideals, and we endeavor to become like 
them. No life of man had ever inspired the speaker more than that of 
Nephi of old. Alma says that the Lord granteth unto men according to 
their desires. The speaker read from the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
the paragraph beginning: 

“Who am I saith the Lord that have promised and not fulfilled?” 


The speaker had found that those who did not obey the commands of 
the Lord were the only ones to complain that the Lord does not fulfill His 
promises. The speaker read from the writings of Nephi, “Blessed art 
thou, Nephi, because of thy faith . . . and igasmuch as ye shall keep 
my commandments, ye shall prosper and shall be led to a land of promise, 
which I have prepared for you; yea, toa land choice above all other lands.” 

This land is a choice land and the people have been blessed, Nephi says 
further that the Lord giveth no commandment unto the children of men 
except He will prepare a way for them whereby they may accomplish 
that which He has commanded them. Nephi knew how to be successful ; 
and said let us be faithful in keeping the commandments of the Lord for 
behold He is mightier than all the earth. 

The speaker bore testimony to the blessings that follow obedience and 
said: “I testify to you, as an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
material and spiritual prosperity follows obedience to the commandments. 
I have been ridiculed in the public press because I said that 1 propose 
first to pay what [ owe to God; but [ repeat it. I know that God lives; 
that Jesus is the Christ; that Joseph Smith was a Prophet, and that 
Lorenzo Snow is a Prophet. Knowing this, I intend, with the help of the 
Lord, to pay all that I owe to Him, and I know that if I do this I shall be 
able to pay also all that I owe to my fellow man.” 

The closing speaker was Elder Geo. a, of the quorum of the 
Apostles. 


The choir sang: 
Let the Mountains Shout for Joy. 


Patriarch J ohn Smith offered the benediction. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


N OTTIN GHAM CONFEREN OE. 


THE Semi-annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints in Nottingham 
convened on Sunday, October 29, 1899, at the Central Hall, Shakes- 
peare Street. 

Presidents Platte D. Lyman, James L. McMurrin and Henry W. Nais- 
bitt of the European Mission were present, also President Ash and Elder 
D. M. White of the Birmingham Conference, W. H. Edwards and A. E. 
White of the Sheffield Conference, and T. M. McCune of the Norwich 
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Conference, with President Ruff and the Traveling Elders of the Notting- 
bam Conference. 

The Conference convened at 10:30 a.m. 

After devotional exercises, President Ruff made a few opening remarks 
and extended a hearty welcome, and thén presented the authorities of the 
Church and of the European Mission, to which a unanimous response was 
given. The vote of those who were willing to sustain and uphold one 
another was asked for and cheerfully given. 

Geo. Ruff was sustained as President of the Nottingham Conference, and 
the Traveling Elders in their respective districts as follows: S. A. 
Greenwood, C. F. Campbell, F. C. Sanford and Thomas Sumner in Not- 
tingham; C. 8. Buckwalter and Jos. F. Smith, Jr., in Derby; Wm. H. Hill. 
and D. W. Parratt in Eastwood; Joseph R. Price and F. F. Smith in 
Uttoxeter; Joseph Bennett and Samuel Hadley in Loughboro; A. L. 
Sargent and D. H. Y. McAllister in Leicester; F. G. Burton and T. A. 
Hunt in Mansfield; E. W. Stringfellow and G. F. Ashley in Lincoln, and 
Joseph Painter in Arnold. 

The local Priesthood of the different districts were also sustained. 

S. A. Greenwood was sustained as clerk of the Conference. 

The following report of the labors of the Elders for the past six months 
ending October 29 was read: Tracts distributed—from door to door, 
47,656; in open-air meetings and otherwise, 22,443. Books—sold, 26; 
loaned, 212; given away, 54. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract 
only, 1,457; by first invitation, 303; by re-invitation, 325. Gospel conver- — 
sations, 2,133. Meetings held—hall, 239; cottage, 119; out-door, 255; 
Sunday school sessions, 122; M. I. A. sessions, 48; Bible and Book of 
Mormon classes, 92; Priesthood meetings, 28; Relief Society meetings, 12. 
Baptisms, 19; confirmations, 19; ordinations, 11; children blessed—of 
church members, 7; of ncu-sncesbere, 3; emigrated over eight years of 
age,9. New Subscribers for STAR, 14. 

The afternoon meeting was addressed by President Ash, President Nais- 
bitt, E. W. Stringfellow and 8. A. Greenwood. 

_ The spirit of testimony and the power and might of truth characterized 
the remarks of the speakers. 

At night the hall was well filled with Saints and a goodly number of 
strangers, and the Holy Ghost accompanied mightily the words of Presi- 
dents Lyman and McMurrin who occupied the time. 

Throughout the Conference the spirit of joy and revival pervaded every 
mind. 

The congregations were provided with food for physical sustenance in 
the adjoining mission-room during the time that intervened between the 
spiritual feasts. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at the Conference House on Monday 
morning. The Elders reported their labors and the brethren of the 
Presidency brought forth inv bold relief the significance of and the duties 
attending the Priesthood. 

The counsel given will long be remembered. 

S. A. Greenwoop, Clerk of Conference. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1899. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 


NeExtT to the thrift and prosperity found on every hand wherever the 
Latter-day Saints are located, visitors are struck with the complete organi- 
zation that exists throughout the Church. A brief description of this 
organization might be interesting, as many of those lately entering the 
fold may never have heard the particulars in detail. 

The leading authority in the Church is vested in the First Presidency 
consisting of a president and two counselors; this quorum has the general 
oversight of the affairs of the Church in all the world. Then come the 
Twelve Apostles, whose special calling is to travel under the direction of 
the Presidency, to build up the Church and to regulate all the affairs of the 
same in all nations. They are assisted in their duties by the Seventies, of 
whom there are now over one hundred quorums. Each quorum is presided 
over by seven Presidents, and besides there are seven leading Presidents 
who have the oversight of all these quorums, and are engaged in traveling 
and seeing that the organizations of the several quorums are complete 
and also in assisting the Apostles in their labors. 

Then there is the presiding Bishopric, consisting of a Bishop and two 
counselors, whose calling is to attend to the temporal affairs of the Church, 
and through whom all the Bishops of the wards do business ge: to 
tithes and offerings. 

Another general Church officer is the Patriarch, through whom comes 
blessings to the members by the laying on of hands. 

The Historian and General Church Recorder and his assistants are ° 


_ engaged in collecting and compiling the history of every department of 


the Church in all the world. 

Wherever the Saints are permanently located there are organized Stakes 
of Zion, of which there are now about forty. Each Stake has an organi- 
zation as complete in detail as that of the Church. There are, as the lead- 
ing authorities, a President and two Counselors, who preside over the 
Stake as the First Presidency do over the Church. They are assisted by 
twelve High Counselors, who form a judicial body before whom cases may 
be brought on appeal from a Bishop’s Court, and before whom cases may 
be tried wherein a bishop is a party in interest or has not jurisdiction. 
There are in each stake also one or more Patriarchs, who administer bless- 
ings in their Stakes as does the Patriarch in the Church. 

In each Stake all the High Priests are organized into a body with a 
President and two counselors. These men meet together to learn their 


‘ 
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duties in the Priesthood, as any of them may be galled to positions of 
presidency at any time, so there may be no lack of suitable men to fill 
vacancies when they may occur. _Quorums of Seventies and Elders also 
are organized in each Stake for educational and other purposes. 

The Stakes are divided into wards, each under the charge of a Bishop 
with two Counselors. These men, besides presiding over the ward, form a 
judicial body to try all cases that may be brought before them by members 
of their wards on account of difficulties arising between members or on 
points of doctrine. If parties think they are unfairly dealt with they 
may have appeal to the High Council of the Stake, and from there to the 
First Presidency of the Church. Each ward is divided into districts in 
which are appointed Priests and Teachers, whose duties are to visit at 
intervals the houses of all the members, and to teach them their duties as 
Saints, and to see that there is no iniquity in the Church. These men will 
learn of the needs of the poor and see that they are relieved. In each of 
the wards there are quorums in the Lesser Priesthood for the purpose of 
holding meetings to teach the members their duties in the various orders 
of that Priesthood. 

Besides there is the Deseret Sunday School Union with a general Super- 
intendency and a Union Board, each Stake having a superintendent with 
two assistants and a secretary. Sunday Schools are organized in each 
ward with a superintendent and two assistants with a Secretary, Treasurer, 
Librarian and a full corps of teachers. 

The Ladies are organized into Relief Societies with officers in each sub- 
division of the Church. These look after the sick and the needy, and hold 
meetings for mutual improvement in the arts of house-keeping and the 
duties of motherhood besides in many other lines of intellectual, moral and 
spiritual advancement. These societies are in touch with national and 
international organizations for the betterment of woman’s life. 

Organizations of Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ Mutual Inprovement 
Associations are formed in every ward, with ward, Stake and Church 
officers. These are intended to better the spiritual, moral and intellectual 
condition of the young people. They generally meet weekly, and take up 
studies in theology, science, history and literature. Those too young to 
join these associations are organized into Primary Associations, with the 
design to instruct them in morals and manners and to insti]! their minds 
with faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

All these organizations work in perfect harmony and unison, none 
intrenching on the prerogatives of another, but all making for the uplifting 
- and betterment of the youth. 

A. W. 


Mr. KEELING delivered another lecture against the “Mormons” in St. 
Mary’s Lecture Hall, Bootle, on Thursday evening, October 26. 

The lecture in the main was a repetition of the first one in North Hill 
Street. As Mr. Wise was not present the chair was occupied by a gentle- 
man whose name we failed to get. As on former occasions an offer of ten 
minutes for reply was made, which was again accepted. At the close 
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there was some little discussion, when the chair suggested that as such 
desultory discussion was not profitable, some future evening be selected 
for discussion under proper rules. Elder H. B. Smith offered to discuss 
with the lecturer any of the doctrines criticised in the lecture, but Mr. 
Keeling declined to discuss on doctrinal subjects although he had publicly 
attacked the doctrines of the Latter day Saints. 


In our last issue we gave account of the release of Elders Isaac J. 
Wardle, Joseph B. Daines and James Mace, and as these brethren have 
been in the mission but a short time, the cause of release should have been 
¢xplained, which was omitted. 

We desire to state that conditions at home demanded the presence of 
Elder Wrrdle, while Elder Daines was seriously failing in health, and 
Elder Mace was suffering in body, besides affairs at home were such as to 
warrant his release. All were faithful, efficient workers in the field and 
we sincerely regret the necessity for their early return. 


WE are sorry to hear from Elder Halldor Johnsen, who is laboring in 
Iceland, that his health has not been good during the summer; but we 
are pleased to hear that his faith is firm and that he is doing his best to 
disseminate the truths of the Gospel in that land. 

He writes under date of October 22, and says that he has not been able 
to do much during the summer months as nearly all the people are 
engaged for two months, from daylight to dark, in hay-making. 

Elder Johnsen has been about 300 miles to the eastern part of the island 
and now contemplates a trip to the west. 


WE clip the following from the Deseret News of October 16: 


“A telegram was received this afternoon by Angus J. Cannon from his 
brother, ex-Senator Frank J. Cannon, who is now in New York. It con- 
veys the information that Preston J. Cannon has undergone another surgi- 
cal operation and that the doctors predict that he will soon be well.” 


We hope soon to hear of the complete recovery of Elder Cannon. It 
was with extreme regret that he left his field of labor in Germany, and it 


is to be hoped that his expressed desire to fill a full mission may yet 
gratified. 


Evpver H. L. James, who, it will be remembered, accompanied the body 
of Elder Clarke, writes under date of October 19 as follows: 


“We are now nearing Rimouski in the Gulf of St. Lawrence where we 
land the mails. I send this card to let you know we have arrived on this 
side all right after a rather stormy voyage. Expect to be in Quebec to- 
morrow morning early where we stay about two days discharging cargo, 
so cannot reach Montreal before Monday—will write again from there. 
Have had a pleasant time on board.” 


CLERKS of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


| 
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ARRIVALS.—The following missionaries from Zion arrived at Southampton 
per s.s. St. Paul, October 26,1899: For the British Mission—Jos. J. Daynes 
and Edward J. Jenkins of Salt Lake City. For the German Mission— 
Walter Adams of Eureka, and Spencer Clawson, Jr., of Salt Lake City. 
Elder Daynes was accompanied by his wife and child as also was Elder 
Jenkins. 

The following missionaries arrived in Liverpool per s.s. Waesland, Nov- 
ember 1, 1899: For the British Mission—Benjamin Williams and N. P. 
Aagard, Fountain Green ; James R. Cooper and Heber C. Parker, Wellsville ; 
Jos. H. Crump, Herriman; Arthur E. Fawns, Payson; Jos. E. Moyle, 
Alpine; Arthur R. Reddish, Downey, Idaho; Frederick Evans, Benjamin; 
F. A. Mitchell, Logan; Jos. G. Park and Sister Eva Ruth Park, Mill Creek; 
David N. Low, Paris, ldaho, and Edward H. Sparks, Nephi. For the 
German Mission—Thos. K. Biesinger, Forest Dale, and Walter A. Kerr, 
Ogden. For the Scandinavian Mission—Jos. L. Olsen, Santaquin; Neils 
Jacobsen, Newton; Chas. A. Halverson, Ogden; Henry W. Berg, Provo. 
For the Swiss Mission—Christian Stucki, Santa Clara. For the Nether- 
lands Mission— Roscoe W. Salt Lake 


RELEASES AND ae iden Daniel Clarke of the Birmingham 
Conference and Harold P. Jennings of the London Conference have been 
honorably released to return home on the s.s. Anchoria from Glasgow on 
November 9. 

Elders Jos. J. Daynes and Edward E. Jenkins have been appointed to 
labor in the Birmingham Conference. 


The following named Elders have been appointed to labor in the various 
Conferences as follows: 

F. A. Mitchell, Newcastle; Joseph G. Park and Eva Ruth Park,:Man- 
chester; Joseph E. Moyle, Bristol; James R. Cooper, Birmingham; Heber 
C. Parker, Joseph H. Crump, Arthur E. Fawns and Frederick Evans, 
London; Edward H. Sparks and Arthur R. Reddish, Nottingham; N. P. 
Aagard and Benjamin — Welsh; David N. Low, Scottish. 

MANCHESTER Ne OTiCE. _The Semi-annual Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in the 
Co-operative Hall, Broughton Road, Pendleton, on Sunday, November 132, 
1899. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


THE universality ed cutie of law make our outs although but an atom, 
immensity itself in its revelations of truth. 


— - 


RUNNING COMMENTS. 


SomE of our opponents endeavor to make their supporters believe that 
tithing is a principle taught the Latter-day Saints only on their arrival 
in Utah, we wot of it being taught all through this mission over forty 
years ago, and more or Jess ever since, 
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The same party forgets to say that it is a Bible doctrine taught ante- 
rior to Moses, and that save where tithes are commuted in England 
it is legal yet, and not many years ago the writer remembers many a case 
of distraint and sale of property for the enforcement of the law and the 
compulsory sustenance of the Church, a condition which has never be- 
longed to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


To burlesque and ridicule sacred things and Biblical ideas and doctrines, 
has been supposed to belong to Paine or Ingersoll who wrote “The mistakes 
of Moses ;” now-a-days to provoke a sneer and score a point so-called, God 
fearing (?) men do not hesitate at using the same carnal and ungodly 
weapons. 

To wake the Creator a laughing stock because of the scriptural state- 
ment that “He made man in His own image, after His own likeness,” and 
that “Jesus Christ the righteous” was “the express image of His Father’s 
person” may make the “groundlings titter,” but it also “makes the judi- 
cious grieve.” 

To take as doctrine the ideas of any man in the Mormon Church on 
subjects as yet unsettled by positive revelation, is to do an injustice to 
that liberty of thought and expression which pertains to the Gospel, but 
which finds no counterpart in a body of worshippers whose ministers are 
restricted in their utterances by commentaries and sermons made and 
written over a hundred years ago. 


The standard works of the Church of Jesus Christ are well known, they 
have been solemnly accepted of the people, all private opinion on other 
things is valued according to the thought and consideration given to it, 
and thus one man’s private opinion is as good as another’s, but when 
settled by a “Thus saith the Lord,” that is the end of controversy. 

It is not an uncommon thing to represent obedience as a calamity, yet 
all order, discipline and success is based upon it; those who prate most 
against it, exact it at home in business, in civic affairs, in the army, the 
government and the Church, and good authority has said that “to obey 
is better than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams,” it is the key 
note of sacred economy as it is in the everyday economy of life. 


Many years ago we heard of a Biblical controversy when a critic said 
he could prove from the Bible that there was no God, the assertion was 
challenged, and part of Psalm 14 was read “There is no God,” the one 
quoting left out the context, “The fool hath said in his heart,” and thereby 
gained his point. Of a similar character are many of the quotations of 
opponents from books and papers; some call that method honest, but wise 
men know better. 


If all the discourses, writings and conclusions of: Mormon Elders were < 
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read in extenso and studied, the world would be better and richer for it, 
but cynical pretenders hide the truth under a mask of fairness which is as 
disreputable as it is wicked. 

But supposing these surmises and speculations weré all they are repre- | 
seuted to be, do they affect the morality, virtue, or honesty of “a people 
everywhere spoken against,” and why should these things be held up to 
pious horror, when crime, drunkenness, poverty and error are before every 
man’s nose and ears at home, and the other is seven thousand miles away 
and of no more consequence than are spots upon the sun. “And Pilate 
waited for an answer.” N. 


A CLERGYMAN ON THE “MORMONS.” 


_- - 


AccorDING to the Hartford, Conn., Post of Monday, October 9, Rev. 
Joseph Waite delivered a discourse at Unity Church, on the previous 
Sunday, on his observations among the “Mormons.” The paper gives 
this summary of his remarks: 


“Mr. Waite admitted that he entered the State of Utah with a prejudice 
against the Mormon sect. But the highly cultivated and irrigated fields, 
the broad streets and avenues and magnificent buildings which burst into 
view as the train rolled into Salt Lake City after a tedious ride across the 
arid plains, dissipated the idea that a people who are looked upon as > 
polygamists must of necessity live in a squalid condition. But the thrifty 
condition of their homes and places of business was ‘an eye opener’ and 
prompted investigation in every direction, and the statistics of the Mormon 
settlement as compiled by the Federal authorities, they being non-Mor- 
monists, were searched for information as to their social relations and 
public conduct. It was learned that in the jails and reformatories the 
percentage of Mormons imprisoned was so small that they may be said to 
be a non-criminal people. 

“There has been year after year when there was not a representative of 
the sect imprisoned in the jail of Salt Lake City. Of the 35 gambling 
houses of the city not a person connected with them wasa Mormon. Of 
the houses of ill fame of the city not a Mormon woman was an inmate. 
There are no drunkards or illegitimate children among them. A further 
study of their history and customs showed that the Book of the Morfnons 
on which their religious and social customs are founded never did nor does 
it now, advocate polygamy, ... . . but the men who have taken 
a plurality of wives, who have borne them children, declare that they will 
never abandon these women and their offspring. 

“Mr. White said that the Mormon Church was growing at arate that 
outstrips any other sect in the country, but polygamy is not encouraged. 
The Mormons have suffered much in the way of persecutions at the hands 
of non-Mormens, but like the Jews of old, when driven from their posses- 
sions they began the struggle for a living in a new country and have 
always succeeded, and their growth and prosperity at present indicates 
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that their many virtues appeal to many pure mindec people who adopt 
their creed.” 

The Post adds: 

“The lecture abounded with facts and figures relating to those people, 
which were a revelation to the hearers, and they left the church with a 
different opinion of the ‘Mormons’ than when they entered it. It is 
hoped the lecture will be repeated.” 

It is so unusual to hear anything favorable of the Latter-day Saints 
from religious teachers, that the foregoing is quite refreshing. In the 
main it is correct, but still there are some inaccuracies as may be expected 
from one not perfectly familiar with the doctrines and claims of our 


people. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 3. 


THe CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


[Continued from page 678.] 

Mr. W. When combined and self-applied, with all that may be inferred, 
these quotations constitute such an array of testimony as can not be set 
aside on any plea of egotistical fanaticism or misapprehension; they are 
only compatible with legitimate and understood claim as to the Speaker 
being indeed “The Truth,” and our assent can be the only possible reply, 
while our hearts instinctively seek to find out whether His friends of that 
date thought as He did, so far as this may be discovered in the same 
alluring record. 

Mr. B. You have surely got a start of me there, I had not thought of 
consulting their opinions, but no doubt they were in His favor. 

Mr. W. But is it not remarkable that He had friends, seeing that the 
priestly leaders of the people, a people used to prophets and revelation 
were among His bitterest enemies, and were indeed His implacable foes. 
But we will hear now what those friends had to say. From the earliest 
history of the man Christ Jesus until His resurrection, He had been— 
as we have read—the subject of prophecy and that spirit was manifest 
somewhat, even in the infancy of His wondrous life. Simeon said: 

Mr. B. Holdonamoment! Surely the birth of this subject of Prophecy 
shauld have—must have had some supernatural phenomena associated 
with it. 

Mr. W. Thank you, I am a lover of order, and now remember as “com- 
ing events generally cast their shadows before,” that there were many 
startling manifestations and strange occurrences which we should now 
read, for they have a bearing on our topic. 

Mr. B. I have no desire to instruct my teacher, yet with your permis- 
sion I will introduce some evidence of this character : 


THe TESTIMONY OF ANGELS. 


Angels said that, He was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and that he should be called 
Jesus, “for he shall save his people from their sins.” 
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Angels announced to the Shepherds, ‘‘Unto you is born this day a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.” ’ 

A voice from Heaven at His baptism by John, said, ‘‘ Thou art my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased.” 

When Jesus took Peter, James and Jvhn into the; Mount where He was transfigured 
before them, a bright cloud overshadowed them and from thence came a voice saying, 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him.” 

Angels announced the fact of His resurrection and delivered a message to the disciples 
and Peter as to where the Lord should be seen. 

At His ascension two men stood by the disciples in white apparel and said, ‘‘ Ye men 


of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 


Mr. W. Now you have given the Celestial side, I will take up the Terres- 
trial as shown by His friends, first pointing out that the wise men, miracu- 
lously guided by a star to the place where Jesus was born, called Him 
“The King of the Jews.” ) 


THe Testimony or His FRIEenps. 


Simeon said in the Temple ‘‘this child is set for the fal] and rising again of many in 
Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against.” 

Anna a Prophetess, aged four score, ‘‘spake of him toall them that looked for redemp- 
tion in Israel.” 

John said, ‘‘ Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world. He 
must increase but I must decrease.” 


‘The common people heard him gladly.” 
The two blind men recognized him saying, ‘‘ Thou son of David have mercy on us.” 


Nicodemus said, ‘‘ We know that thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can 
do these miracles that thou doest, except.God be with him.” 


Nathaniel said, “‘ Rabbi thou art the son of God; thou art the king of Israel.” 


The Samaritans believing the ‘‘ woman at the well” invited Jesus to tarry with them, 
and ‘“‘many more believed because of his own word,” and they said unto the woman, 
**we knew that this is indeed the Christ the Savior of the world.” 


When the Savior departed, in a ship to the other side, from the multitude, whom He 
had fed, astorm arose whicn (on being awakened) he rebuked, and “‘they that were in the 
ship worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.” 


When Jesus and His disciples came to the coast of Cesarea Philippi, He presented that 
great query, ‘‘Whom do men say that I the Son of Manam?” The final satisfactory 
answer came from Peter who said, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God !” 
Then came that ever memorable rejoinder, ‘‘ Blessed art thou Simon Barjona, flesh and 
blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” 


When that great multitude greeted Him on His entry into Jerusalem with the cry of 
** Hosanna to the Son of David,” they also said, “‘ this is Jesus the Prophet of Nazareth 
of Galilee.” 


When Pilate washed his hands before the multitude who cried ont ‘‘crucify him,” he 
said, ‘‘I am innocent of the blood of this just person see ye to it.” 

The thief on the cross said, ‘‘ We receive the due reward of our deeds, but this man 
hath done nothing amiss.” : 

Peter on the great day of Pentecost said, ‘‘ Let all the house of Israel know assuredly 
that God hath made of this same Jesus whom ye have crucified both Lord and Christ.” 
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.” 


